
Jesus told this story, “Now there was a certain rich man, 
and he clothed himself in purple and fine linen, making 
merry every day in splendor.  And the rich man also died 
and was buried.  And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being 
in torment, and saw Abraham from afar and Lazarus in 
his bosom.  And he called out and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in 
anguish in this flame.  Abraham said…between us and 
you a great chasm is fixed, so that those wanting to pass 
from here to you cannot, neither from there to us may any 
cross over.  And he said, Then I ask you, Father, to send 
him to the house of my father so that he may solemnly 
testify to [my brothers], lest they also come to this place 
of torment” (Lk 16).  Once the rich man realized what a 
terrible place he was in, and that there was no relief, he 
wanted to make sure that no one he knew came to that 
place. 
 
In Revelation nine we read, “And out of the smoke came 
forth locusts to the earth, and to them power was given, as 
the scorpions of the earth have power.  And it was given 
them that they should not kill them [men], but that they 
should be tormented five months; and their torment was 
like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man.  And 
in those days men will seek death and shall by no means 

find it; and they will long to die, and death flees from 
them” (Rev 9:3,5-6).  And this is not even hell yet. 
 
Will you consider the seriousness of hell?  This is no joke. 
 
“My friends, do not fear those who kill the body and 
afterwards have nothing more that they can do.  But I will 
show you whom you should fear: fear Him [God] who, 
after killing, has authority to cast into [hell]; yes, I tell 
you, fear this one” (Lk 12:4-5).  This is such a serious 
matter.  Our need is not simply to fear hell; rather we 
should fear the Lord God. 
 
Many people think that salvation is simply getting out of 
hell.  Just say a few words, and then you can live however 
and for whomever you want to.  Think about these words 
Jesus spoke to believers, “Not everyone who says to me, 
Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of the heavens, but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.  
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, was it not in 
Your name that we prophesied, and in Your name cast out 
demons, and in Your name did many works of power?  
And then I will declare to them: I never knew you.  
Depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness” (Mt 7:21-
23). 
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